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INTRODUCTION

\,

An analysis of the Annual Statistical Report gg‘thé_commissioner
of Corrections over the past twenty years re'ﬁeals an interesting' pattern
in the inmate populatlons of adult male 1n=t1tuf10ns. The vearlj numbher
of admissions has increased somewhat, while the average daily population
has decreased rather sharp1V. This flndlng ‘suggests that there has been
an overall decline in the length of time served for varlous offenses.

The goal of this study is to explore thls issue by providing a
1nngitudina1 analysis of the length_of time served by & random sample
of inmates‘released from the supervision of the Department over the
past twenty years. ' |

This is the first rnport in a serles, culminating six months. of
research. This segment of the analysis 1ncludes only the emplrical data
resulting from this research, Future reports will try to 1nterpret the
data'relating to the trends of incarcefation an&:also other salient

information which came to the surface as a result of this project.

na pro1erf of this nature, it .is impossible to acknowledge the
assistance of all the persons who have contributed time, energy and ideas.
Special appreciation is due to the following individuals: Francis dJ.
Carney, Nelson N. Cochrane, Ann L. Fuller, ildred C. Sequeira, '
Mariorie A. Poirier, and Alice M. Frawley.

" T would alse like to thank Commissioner John A. Gavin and Deputy
Commissioner John J. Fitzpatrick for making my addition to the Research
Staff of the Massachusetts Nepartment of Correction possible after my -
cooperat:ve work +erm as a Northeastern Iniversity student had ended.
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METHODOLOGY

The Sample. A systematic random sample was selected from the discharge books
of all Massachusetts COrrectional Institutions for males (except Bridgewater) from
1945 through 1966, Initially, every tenth name of those released to the community
was fecorded. However, in order to0 make the sampte ﬁore'manageéble in terms of
time available tor data collection, the saﬁp;ing'technique was changed to-the
selection of every fifteenth name, Thus for the years 1964-1965 the ratio was
one out of ten, while for ail other years of the study it was ome out of fifteenf
- Those subjects vho_received additional time Because-they comﬁitted a new offense
while serving their original commifment were iropped from the study, This sampling

procedure resulted in the selection of 1204 subjects.

Data Collection, bata were collected for each of the chosen subjects\rrom |
the files of thelcentral Off'ice of the Departmént'of Correction. This entailed
referring to active, inactive and in many csses microfilmed sources of data.
Variables on which information was collected for anatysis are included on the
"ata Sheet For Length.of Sentence Study" (See last page).

Since the focus of this study is on actual length oi incarceration for
variocus cffenses, it is important to clearly define "time served". It refgrs to
the time span between the date of admission to the institution and the date of
release to the communit&. Thisrdoes not include jaiL credits i.e. the time
spent in jail prior to and during frial which ﬁay be_subtracted'from the inmate's
sentence.,®* For those serving incarceratidns for parole violations-the "time
served" is still cslculated from the inclusive dates of their original commitments,

Analysis, This study is diﬁided into two phases. 1In Phase. One the orfénses‘
are grouped in general categories and analyzed on a year by year basis. Phase
Two reverses the procedure of anaiysis by examining the offenses separately and

dividing the time span into two ten-year periods.

#Jail Credit Law - Chaptser 350, Acts and Resolves of Massachusetts 1960
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Each of the linear graphs in Phase One is based on a five-year floating
average]pfindiple. That is, each year on.the graph actually represents the
average valnes of that yuar; the two preceding yea?s, and the two following
years. This method was found to be the most effective when trying to minimize

the misleading effect of the longer incarcerations on the overall average,
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PHASE ONE

In this portion of the study the various types of offenders were grouped in

four general categories:

. VS, PERSON ' SEX OFFENDERS

T N=LTE N=185
1. Armed Robbery 1. Carnal Abuse
2..Robbery 2. Rape
3. Aggravated Asséuits 3. deoﬁy and
li. Manstaughter : Unnatural Acts
5. Murder (2nd Degree) h; Incest
6. Abortion | .5, Indecent A & B
7. Kidﬁapping 6, Open & Gross Lewdness

7. Adultery
18. Polygamy
© 9, Lewd and

Lascivious Cohsbitation

1.

2.

3.

7.

VS. PROPERTY - MIsC.
N=}72 o N=93
Breaking, Entering 1. Motor Vehicle
and Larceny Violators
larceny 2. Narcotics Offenders

Forgery & Uttering 3. Carrying Weapons

‘Common and ' L. Escape

Notorious Thief 5. Bribery

Arson

Poszession of

'Burglary Tools

Handling Stolen

Goods

The categories &s a whole and then separately (except for Misec.) were analyzed

on a year by year basis in order to'spotlight trends in the average lengths of

incarceration over the past two decades. The findings are illustrated on the

following four graphs:

Graph #1 - All Offenders - This, the most general of graphs, indicates a gradual

decline in the average length of inéarceration

The higher terms seem to be served

. . in the early fifties while the later fifties reveal the‘Lower.ones. Since this

period, the average Length of time served seems to remain fairly stable.

Graph #2 = Vs. Person Offenders - This graph is by far the most stable of the

. four over the twenty-year period. The highest and towest years do not vary more than

five months.

Graph #3 - Sex Offenders - This graph indlcates a rapid decline from the early"

fifties to the early sixties in the average Length of imprisonment. However, a recent

upward trend is atso evident,
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‘Graph #h Vs. _“gggggx Offendera ~ The trenda on this graph seem to closely
resemble those on ! graph fal (all offendars)., A gradual necline occurs, with the
higher length of xmprisonmant occuring in the early fifties and the lower ones in

the late f:.fties. Again the period of stability t.akea place in t.he sixties.




ko

eq

en b

o N96T-LN6T

- FOVHIAY

DNIZVOTd

YVIK AATH

SHHANTL40 TTV

“ gg

"g

55

ks

£

2 os

13

h sh

ek

ot

SHINOW




' VS. PERSON
FIVE YEAR

FLOATING

MONTHS

*

1947-1964

0

. 48 49 s0 & sa 53 L A S YA o 5% . §q bo L/ 62 ¢J uf




K7 £ w1 e es g5 ts 25 55 ks £y te (g . 0% bA 3h Lh

ot

N96T~LN6T

HOVHEAY

SHINOW

DNILVOTA

UVER HATI

SHIANTIIO XIS




i .Mvrh PR le. .q,K,rﬁ .m., : .u".:.uu...“r.—.“.. - flh.h .« \f!m., . {.ﬂ/lﬂ e .efn%r;ﬂ.. - T.Mlm. ...r A {QM. EFFIS @J .U..,.E.f mr e \hm—

3%

-10 -

Oh

HO6T=LN6T

HOVYHAY

SHINOKW

. DNIIVOLd
UVEL HATA

ALHHIdOHd °GA




In this sectlon ditferent methods were used to analyse the collected data,
Instead of examining the offenders in general categorles, as in the preceding
; sections, each offense was looked at separately., Also this section does not

analyze on 2 year by year basis but groups them in two ten~year spans,

One major problem encountered was that not all the types of offenses studied

in Phase One were numerous enough in the overall sample to be analyzed separatély;

Only the following ten offenses qualified:

1. Breaking, Entering, & Larceny 6. Unnatural Acts & Sodomy
2. Larceny - 7. Armed Robbery

3. Motor Vehicle Offenses Ea Robbery

u. Carnal Abuse 9, Aggravated Assault

5. Rape ' | 10, Manslaughter

The percentages were calculated, for each otfense, according to the number
of offenders who spent two years or more in our state wnstitutions snd those who

spent less than two years. The time segments were 1947-1956; 1957-1966. The

over 2 year
incarceration

PERCENT

total_ﬁas also figured,

19588
_ ? Manslaughter
_1957” " N=23
1966
TOTAL N=31




- 12 = PERCENT

o 1o a0 . - o
o oo g @ 0 (e 4

i p: 1 -
1,86

L A R A I XL R )
l.nlIIIICI'...lllll.l.

77.8¢ 1
X IODOOCCCOO

139890 osnssuvianen

1. 1957-
1966

N=308

A A m AR
fevsanes LX)
DOy YRS AR CEN X

2 .
X" = 22,51, p < .OOL

ssunene DO IO
IO IO,

€1.9%

XL YRR TY
oo.--.--cno-l.c'

T

U ROk
L0000

75.0F

LT X R AL XIS

Larceny
N=28

v e

L)
..

N=70

1947%-

5956 N=18

Motor Vehicle Offenses
N=32 ' '

bt~
1966 -

weoesens
o e e e e

GO R R L XL TN
UOICIICUIUC NN O O Xy )

TOTAL N=50

X = 2.]—13, P <020




- 13 = PERCENT

o s Jo yo i (io Yo £ qe Ipo

Carnal Abuse’

TOTAL

1947~
1956

Unnatural Act and
Sodomy

1567 -

1256 N=10
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An'examinétiqn of ‘the graphs fevéalé some iﬁterésting findings. Egch of the
ﬁen offenses in graphs shows a.reduction in'the lengths of ﬁime served, The fact
that all ten are in the same direction - i.e., towerd less time served - is quite
statisticslly significant in‘itself.* The probability of this result occurring

by chance is less than one in a thousand,

_Rénked in the order of their statistical sigﬁificance*the offenses ar§=
Offense ' 22 Probability

Breaking and Entering and Larceny. | ; 22,51 - : p < .00
Carnal Abuse o - 11,18 | p'<.,001
Rpe o 3.8  p¢.10
- Armed Robbery - | B T 5 ' p<.10
Manslaughter ! : Jell | p- .10
Motor Vehicle Offenses : 2.43 o _ p ¢ +20
_.Aggravated Assaults 2.2 | p < .20
Larceny ._ ’ 1.31 - p<L .30
Unnatural Acts and Sodomy : .87 p (_.50

| Robbery W3k | p ¢ 70

The analysis has indicated that-society's reaction to criminal activities is

‘ _not as severe in this decade as. it has been in the previous two. Incarceration

_1ength for most oifenses has decreased con81derably. The dominant emphasis on

isolating the oftfender from the community is being gradually replaced with a greater

" foecus on re-integrating of. the crlmlnal_lnto_society.

| :Such‘conpepts as parocle, prdbatibn5 jail cfedits,_treatmeﬁt.programs'ahd*othef;-
':_;edent iﬁndvations hava_undoﬁ#tedly affected the dutcome'bf this project. Just how
4 .ﬁucﬁ_each haS{dontributed to the reduction of lehgths of‘iﬁcarcera£ion remeins to
be snalyzed in the next reﬁort in this series which will hopefully be avaiiéblg

. this spring.

*Statistlcal significance refers to the difierence in the length of time served
for each ofrense in the two decades under study, '
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DATA SHEET FOR LENGTH OF SENTENCE STUDY

Name

Inatitution No.

Date of Sentence

Date of Release

Total Time Incarcerated

(a)

Further Commitments

Date (Offense Institution

(b)

Type of Release

Institution of Release

Date of Birth

S ———————

Race

(e}

(d)

(ej

el

Birthplace

Education

Parole Vieclations

Date Institutlon

Marital Status -

(a)

0ffense

(®)

Nos of Prior State or Fed,
cOﬂHﬂS.

No. of Prior House of Corr,
or Jail Comms,

No, of Juve. Comms,

Length of Sentence Imposed
by Court

Sentencing Court

(e)

(d)

(e)




